18 May 1974 




Dear Harold: 

A brief note in reply to your 5/14/74 about the proposed 
book on the sayings of the chairmanBallatine came out with a thin 
little paperback along this line, "I Want to Make One Thing Perfectly 
Clear," copyright by the author, Amram M. Ducovny, in 1971, with 
illustrations copyright by Ballantine Books, Inc. The pages 

aren't even numbered. It juxtaposes contradictory statements he 
had made over the years on sundry subjects. Th*ere might be a copyright 
problem, I don't know. 

Further, the NY Times has been doing very much what you 
propose, in occasional pieces in its editorial columns. Enclosed are 
a couple of samples. 

As far as we're concerned, we're swamped and could not 
consider taking on anything so strenuous, even assuming we had all the 
material we d need for it. Like you, we ordered the tape transcripts from 
the government bookstore here as soon as we could after we learned it was 
on sale, but there's no telling when it will show up. Meanwhile, I've seen 
enough of both the typography and the editging of the transcripts as 
they ve appeared in the Post, Times and Examiner to feel sure I'd never 
dare trust anything but the official version. 

We don't see this as essentially simple, as you put it. 

Our files, such as they are, are neither compete enough nor well enough 
organized to afford reliable retrieval without long, laborious and 
time-consuming searches. Bogged down as we are and fighting to keep 
our heads above water, letting everything else go, we shudder at the 
whole idea. Our memories, never good, simply aren't up to it. 

• 4 -u , With some 80 books on Watergate and/or Nixon supposed to be 

in the works , I suppose such a£ book would have as good a chance as any 
for success especially if it could be pitched just right and if the 
theme you suggest holds up. The parallelism with Mao is not good, in 
my opinion. One reads his sayings without any feeling of profound, much 
less obvious contradictions. They are there, as they must be in such a 
broad range of material, but you have to lift stuff out of context to 
arrive at contradictions in what he says. Not like Nixon, of course, 
whose book perhaps might be more accurately titled, "I Am Not a Crook." 

Like you, we were a bit puzzled about Hunt's show with 
Buckley, which we taped by the wav in case you need a dub. The best we 
could figure was that with his appeal coming up in mid-June he wanted to 
fix up his image a bit (and possibly Buckley wanted to repair his own a 
bit too) and &ook the occasion to take Nixon off the hook as far as 
blackmail is concerned, possibly part of his deal with Nixon if he has 


Sorry we can't 
good of you to think of us 


go for the book idea, but it was characteristically 
and we appreciate it. 


